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Rural Makerspaces Can Generate Blg Ideas

By Caroline Tremblay

Once considered the domain of urban tech
hubs and university labs, makerspaces have quietly
found fertile ground in rural communities. These
collaborative spaces are reshaping how rural
residents learn, create, and even launch businesses.

The idea itself isn’t new. The first recorded
makerspace dedicated to sharing resources and
education with everyday people dates back to 1821
at the Mechanics Institute in Edinburgh, Scotland.
Since then, universities, businesses, and community
organizations have experimented with ways to make
tools, knowledge, and skills more accessible.

In 2011, the concept entered United States
public libraries when the Fayetteville Free Library
in New York became the first to offer a makerspace.
Libraries, always evolving to meet local needs,
have proven natural incubators for the movement.
Beyond borrowing books, today’s rural patrons
often check out hiking poles or fishing gear,
attend after-school programs, or learn new skills
in community workshops.

In Ignacio, Colorado, it all started with a
modest experiment called “Maker Mondays.” The
gatherings brought neighbors together around
simple craft projects, which drew the attention of
Ron Schermacher, a new staff member with a
lifelong love of tinkering. “I’ve had a shop since
seventh grade, and as I like to joke, half my name
is ‘maker,”” he said. His research into makerspaces
sparked an idea: Why not bring one to Ignacio?
Soon, the Ignacio Community Library became the
first in the region to offer a 3D printer to the public.

“As Ignacio is a small, ethnically diverse
community, we wanted our citizens to have the
same opportunities available to people in larger
towns and cities,” Schermacher said. Curiosity
and opportunity fueled growth, and the library
committed to a permanent makerspace known as
the IDEA LAB.

The IDEA LAB serves both experimenters
and entrepreneurs. Adults often test out equipment
before investing in their own tools, while youth
take on team projects. One recent highlight
included makers ages nine to thirteen building a
working pumped-storage hydro model. Their public

demonstration sparked serious conversations
about how alternative energy might power the
local community.

Schermacher also shared how one young man,
aregular visitor in the makerspace’s earliest days,
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George Harms Construction is seeking
DBE/ESBE vendors, subcontractors

Click for details

American
Bridge

American Bridge Company is seeking
MWBE/SDVOB subcontractors, suppliers

Click for details
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SBE OUTREACH SERVICES

With over 1.6 million businesses in our active
database—the country’s largest non-public
diversity database—SBE sets the professional
standard for diversity outreach across the
nation. For more than four decades, we have
served small businesses, prime contractors,
and agencies—with proven results.

Advertisements

Placed in various Small Business Exchange
Northeast digital publications each month,
and at www.sbenortheast.com

Fax, Email, and Postal Solicitations
Targeted mailings sent to businesses chosen
according to your criteria

Live Call Center Follow-Up
Telephone follow-up calls using a script of
five questions that you define

Computer Generated Reports
Complete documentation that will fit right
into your proposal, along with a list of
interested firms to contact

Special Services

Custom design and development of services
that you need for particular situations such
as small business marketing, diversity goal
completion, and agency capacity building

Call for more information: 800-800-8534
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Empire State
Development

NEW YORK
OPPORTUNITY.

Governor Kathy Hochul
invites you to the 15" Annual

NEW YORK STATE
MWBE FORUM

November 18, 2025

Albany Capital Center
55 Eagle St, Albany, NY 12207

The Forum is the nation’s largest convening of MWBEs,
wnewnycontracts comf iy i - connecting them to the public-private sector for multi-

billion dollar contracts!

This year marks the 15" Annual MWBE Forum. We are
thrilled to celebrate by bringing together hundreds of
MWABESs along with state agencies, authorities, private
companies and state partners for panel sessions

with subject matter experts, exhibits and networking

opportunities.

To register please visit:
https://bit.ly/MWBE-FORUM-2025

SEE YOU THERE!

SCAN ME
10 REGISTER

For any inquiries, please email:
2025MWBEForum@esd.ny.gov
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7% USDOT Bonding
V Education Program

Apply Today!

US DOT
BONDING EDUCATION
PROGRAM
FALL COHORT

The US DOT's Fall Bonding Education Program (BEP) is the perfect opportunity to build your
bonding knowledge and develop best practices for the construction and engineering industry.

The US DOT BEP was designed to increase the capacity of business owners, especially minority
entrepreneurs, to secure surety bonds.

The BEP is a hands-on, multi-component training designed to address what businesses need to do
to become Bond-ready, as well as one-on-one sessions with local surety bonding professionals to
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PUBLIC LEGAL NOTICES

With a database of over 1.6 million businesses,
SBE assists agencies with public legal notices

Advertisements

Placed in various Small Business Exchange
Northeast digital publications each month, and
at www.sbenortheast.com

Special Follow-Up Services

Custom design and development of services
that you need for particular situations such
as small business marketing, diversity goal
completion, and agency capacity building

Call for more information: 800-800-8534
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Serving CT, ME, MA, NH, NJ,
NY, RI, VT, or any other states
that you need to reach

Advertise in our digital
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weekly or
whenever
wherever to
whomever
you need to
reach among
agencies
contractors
diversity firms
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Advantages of the program include:
« Interactive seminars

* And much more

Free of Cost
Email: SBTRC@Lagcc.cuny.edu
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help in assembling the materials necessary for a complete bond application.

¢ In-depth materials on surety bond procurement assistance
« Connect with Primes for Infrastructure Project Opportunities

This program has helped secure over $32MM in Bond Capacity
from our five BEPs (2020-2024)

Early Bird Application
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OUR Partners and Collaborators

For more information contact: Lizbeth A. Rodriguez | SBTRC Northeast Reglon Dlrector |Phone: 718-482-5941| sbtrc@lagcc.cuny.edu
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Advertise

ITB to Targeted (NAICS/SIC/UNSPSC)
Certified Businesses

Telephone Follow-Up (Live)
Agency/Organization Letters
Computer Generated Dated and
Timed Documentation

Customized Reports Available

For more info contact
Valerie Voorhies at
vvv@sbeinc.com

Federal Contracting for Small Businesses Webinar
Tuesday, November 18, 2025, 12:00 pm-1:30 pm
Online

Main Sponsor(s): US Small Business Administration
Contact: Irene Gonzalez, 208-334-1673,
irene.gonzalez@sba.gov

Fee: Free; registration required

Learn the essentials of federal contracting for
small businesses. This event will cover the
basics of navigating the federal contracting
process, as well as the various certifications
available to help your small business succeed
in the government marketplace. Certifications
include: 8(a) Business Development Program,
HUBZone Certification, Woman Owned Small
Business (WOSB/EDWOSB), and Veteran
Owned Small Business (VOSB). Don’t miss
this opportunity to gain valuable insights and
resources to help your small business. Register
at https://www.eventbrite.com/e/federal-con-
tracting-basics-and-certifications-for-small-
businesses-tickets-1133412921559

Federal Contracting: Woman-Owned Small
Business (WOSB) Certification Program Webinar
Tuesday, November 18, 2025, 2:00 pm-4:00 pm
Online

Main Sponsor(s): US Small Business Administration
Contact: Patrice Dozier, patrice.dozier@sba.gov
Fee: Free; registration required

SBA is creating a space for Woman-Owned
Small Businesses, via WOSB certification!

VIRTUAL EVENTS FOR YOUR BUSINESS

Are you a woman owner of a small business?
The federal government’s goal is to award

at least five percent of all federal contracting
dollars to woman-owned small businesses each
year. Join us for training on how to register for
SBA’s Woman-Owned Small Business (WOSB)
program, which helps eligible small businesses
to qualify for federal contracting opportunities.
The monthly sessions include an overview of
the self-certification process, and a discussion
of the NAICS codes that qualify as WOSB or
EDWOSB. Register at https://www.eventbrite.
com/e/woman-owned-small-business-wosb-
certification-program-tickets-1123670772529

SBA 101: Introduction to SBA Programs Webinar
Monday, December 8, 2025, 10:00 am—11:00 am CST
Online

Main Sponsor(s): US Small Business Administration,
Rhode Island District Office

Contact: Brian Hopkins, 401-528-4575,
brian.hopkins@sba.gov

Fee: Free; registration required

This free workshop, presented by the Rhode Island
District Office, is designed to help entreprencurs
understand the various SBA programs and
services available to help them as they start,
expand, grow, and recover their businesses.
This overview presentation covers: Introduction
to the SBA; SBA Resource Partner Network—
Business Training and One-on-One Counseling;
Selling to the Federal Government—SBA
Contracting Certification Programs; Access to
Capital—Loan and Surety Bond Programs;
International Trade Assistance; Emergency
Preparedness and Disaster Assistance Loans.
Register online for the free workshop webinar
at https://www.sba.gov/event/73913
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